944-SPEC - 944SPEC - low cost wheel to wheel racing
Generated: 18 October, 2025, 15:10

RA1's vs R888

Posted by comatb - 04 Aug 2008 00:15

| had a set of shaved R888's on the car for twelve heat cycles over two weekends. One tire is toast,
another is almost the same. The other two are still usable, but for how long? | must add that | did not
rotate the tires, partly to see how long they would last. | ran them at 36 to 38 Ibs hot. What are your
experiences with these. The RA1's lasted much longer.

A key ingredient to running 944 Spec when | stared was tire cost. This savings appears to be much
smaller with the R888's costing $158 plus $15-$20 for shaving. Hancooks are $187 and Hoosiers are
$210. Comments?

Re:RA1's vs R888

Posted by wild4a914 - 31 Aug 2008 13:08

Just my .02 . | had the same problem as Jon Arriano, | corded the pass front after two days at PIR, my
setup then was stock setup with Koni's, cut 250# springs,2.8 camber, running around 38 psi. | have
since added camber plates, 3.5 camber, and 325# springs. | have been running a set of 235/50's that
have held up well thru a 20 run auto x day and a test and tune at Firebird West running around 38-39 hot
and are wearing well. | also ran a set of 225/50's for the Firebird East event which had two races the
same day and don't show any unexpected wear. | know we are all trying to develop the R888's but are
we going to have a cutoff date for running the old RA-1's ?

Re:RA1's vs R888

Posted by joepaluch - 01 Sep 2008 22:53

wild4a914 wrote:

... know we are all trying to develop the R888's but are we going to have a cutoff date for running the old
RA-1's ?

Yes we will have a cut off date for the RA-1. Not sure when, but one aspect we need to allow for the
series to remain low cost is to ensure drivers don't need to throw away good RA-1's. | don't want guys
buying new RA-1's, but we should be able to use up our existing supply of them.

2008 is a Transition Year. 2009 may be different. In Arizona at least we will take the rest of 2008
allowing both tires. We need more time on R888, before we cut off all RA-1s. In 2009 | expect Arizona
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to phase out all RA-1 use some time before summer at least for all regular runners.

Re:RA1's vs R888

Posted by bcc1323 - 02 Sep 2008 10:41

Why should there be a cut off date? They both are TOYO, and there's not that much difference between
them. Brian seem to say they were still going to make the RA1's. One or the other might be better for
different drivers. Let them make the choice.

Larry

Re:RA1's vs R888

Posted by joepaluch - 03 Sep 2008 00:31

Larry,

Toyo is phasing out the RA-1. Some sizes are already no longer available. This will be the case with
our size as well. This is the primary reason we are switching tires in the first place. If that were not the
case we would just stick with the RA-1.

The other issue is that we are in a spec class and we need to spec the tire. Competitiveness dictates
that all racers run the same tires. This means the SAME tire size, brand, and version.

Now | could simply state that you can't run RA-1's at all. This would be in keeping with the concept of a
level playing field for competitiveness and is actually in the 2008 rules for after June 08. However it
would be costly as there are guys who throughout this year have supplies of RA-1's that need to be used
up. | perfer to see guys use their existing RA-1 and just buy R888 when they are used up than to need
to buy 2 sets of R888. We are a budget class a

and need to balance competitiveness vs cost. As such both tires are being allowed in Arizona in an
effort to allow drivers to use up their personally supply of RA-1s. When | no longer see stacks of spare
RA-1's at the track we can set a cut off for using RA-1's. Clearly | will need to look out for the less
frequent runners who may be on 2 year old RA-1's since they they miss most of last year.

Now there is also a learning curve assocaiated with R888s. It has become pretty clear that all that we
know of RA-1 does not seem to apply to the R888. This does not mean the R888 is inferior. It just
means it is different and will take time to learn. As such while | am not happy to hear about less than
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favorable experiences with R888 | believe that we can come to grips with the tire and learn to love it as
we do the RA-1.

To make this process easier | will be sharing all the data | have on using the R888 for our cars and
would hope the other drivers do the same. In this case Rick's expereince is invaluable. Thank you Rick.
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